
Racing with Urquell  

In this reportage we get to follow the 
standardbred trotter Urquell B.M.W. to a race. 
Urquell lives and works at Wången AB as a 
student, racing and research horse. She is a 7 year 
old small brown mare weighing 418 kg after Catch 
As Catch Can and Victoria Goj (Utah Bulwark). So 
far Urquell has earned 5783 euro in 33 races and 
has the personal records 17,9K, 18,0M and 17,3AM.  
 
As for all the horses at Wången a lot of forage is 
very important and Urquell’s daily feed intake is 
shown here to the right. Urquell performs intensive 
training and her energy needs are about 2.4 × 
maintenance requirements. The haylage’s dry 
matter (DM) concentration is about 65%. That gives 
a DM intake of 7.2 kg per day and dividing that with 
4.18 we can see that Urquell gets 1.7 kg DM forage 
per 100 kg body weight and day. This is in 
accordance with the Swedish recommendation that 
for horses on a limited coarse fodder intake 1.5 – 
2.0 kg DM per 100 kg body weight and day is 
appropriate.    

Today the task is running a race but sometimes 
Urquell serves as a research horse in for example 
feeding experiments. During the spring 2011 she 
was a part of Malin Connysson’s (Agr. Lic. and 
teacher at Wången) study were the aim was to 
investigate how horses body weights, fluid balance 
and metabolic response is affected by transport and 
racing when they are fed only forage or forage-
concentrate. In the study 6 standardbred trotters 
were fed the forage diet and the forage-
concentrate diet for 28 days each and day 21 and 
28 they performed races with or without transport 
to the racetrack. The hypothesis was that there is 
less impact of transport and racing when the horses 
are fed a forage diet than a forage-concentrate diet. 
The results are being processed and will of course 
be presented on www.forageforhorses.com 
eventually.  

Urquell is well trained, alert and fresh and has 
a calculated diet adjusted for her – she is well 
prepared for today’s task! In the morning she 
loaded up with breakfast and then she was   
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groomed and styled with a pigtail by her groom 
Patricia Rosén, who also is today’s driver. Patricia 
also puts bandages on her legs to protect them 
during the transport to the lunch races at 
Östersundstravet (the Östersund racetrack).  

 

http://www.forageforhorses.com/


Patricia Rosén does her second year at Wången’s 
senior high school education. It is often Wången 
students driving the Wången horses in races; it is 
an excellent way to get experience and 
qualifications.   

Today Patricia warms up Urquell riding her, a 
smooth and easy way to warm up the horse and 
many horses are calmer when they are being 
ridden instead of driven.   

  
We go by the stables at Östersundstravet where 
Urquell has borrowed a box for the day. She 
looked nice during the warm up and Patricia 
seems pleased with her. In the stable Urquell 
looks calm and focused on today’s task.  

Before the race starts, all the horses parade 
by in a row. Urquell has start number 2 and looks 
composed and concentrated.  

 
 

After all the equipages have paraded by they all 
usually do a test start and so does Patricia with 

Urquell. It looks very good; she goes off nicely, has 
a nice clean trot and performs an elegant speed.  

  
Now we wait nervously by the fence for the start 
of the race. The length of the race is 2140 meters, 
3.45 miles, there is no restart and Urquell who has 
start number 2 takes a good spot in the front.  She 
starts outside of the leader but already in the first 
curve it gets messy and a couple of horses gallop 
in front and alongside of Urquell. Patricia is very 
cool and guides the way, they end up behind the 
leader after about 500-600 meters but then 
advances and takes the place outside of the 
leader. (”The pace was so slow” was a comment 
after the race.)   

   
On the last stretch, about 700 meters from the 
finish line, Urquell advances and takes over the 
lead as the horse in front loses pace. In the last 
curve Urquell and Patricia gives it all and has more 
than a horse length to the closest equipage 
behind them. When the home-stretch comes 
Urquell has the lead and still power to go!    
 



 
 
Urquell is a real little warrior and fights all the way 
over the finish line but unfortunately she is 
defeated by one equipage that catches up the last 
meters before the finish line. However, the rest of 
the contestants they have left way behind.  

 
 
The excitement eases for us standing by the fence 
– what a great race she did! The clock stops on 
18.5 for Urquell, a very acceptable time. We hurry 
back to the stables to congratulate them and to 
hear the comments from the driver.  

Urquell has been walking and is winded down 
when we meet up with her and Patricia in the 
shower. There we find a very satisfied and happy 
driver and a cool but not at all tired horse waiting 
to get her well deserved shower.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
While Patricia showers Urquell she vividly 
tells us about the race; how  it got a little 
messy in the first curve, that she decided to 
advance to the position outside the leader as 
she knew that that horse can stop and how 
good Urquell did today. Urquell seems to 
have let go of her focus on the race and 
enjoys the shower, maybe she is also 
summarizing her achievement…   

 
 
Here we leave Urquell and Patricia, what a 
day we had! Great weather, a really nice 
performance from ”our” horse and a young 
talented driver who got to show what she’s 
made of – harness racing at its best!  
 
 
Text: Sara Muhonen      Photo: Malin Connysson 


